Summer Reading - middle schools

Reading is a simple and enjoyable way for students to boost their brainpower, so Chesterfield
County Public Schools encourages elementary school students to read during summer
vacation.

Research shows that what students read is less important than how much they read. A study by
Barbara Heyns found that children who read at least six books during the summer maintained or
improved their reading skills, while kids who did not read saw their skills slip by as much as an
entire grade level.

Summer reading is more about practicing the enjoyable habit of reading than it is about
challenging students academically.

Many organizations compile lists of middle grade books, and to make it easy for middle school
students and their parents to self-select books for summer reading, check out the links below.

Chesterfield County Public Schools does not endorse any specific titles on the lists. Not all
parents may consider all of the books on these sites to be appropriate, so parents are
encouraged to review the books to determine which books are appropriate for their children or
visit a county library to speak with a librarian.

Association for Library Service to Children
Grades 6-8 Summer Reading List

e Booked by Kwame Alexander
e The War that Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker

Scholastic
Scholastic Reading Challenge, Book Lists (Spanish)
e Refugee by Alan Gratz
e This Is Just a Test by Wendy Wan-Long Shang & Madelyn Rosenberg

Read Kiddo Read

Great Advanced Reads
e All Shook Up by Shelley Pearsall
e Out of the Easy by Ruta Sepetys

ThoughtCO

Award Winning Historical Fiction for Middle Grade Readers
e Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos
e Breaking Stalin’s Nose by Eugene Yelchin



http://www.ala.org/alsc/sites/ala.org.alsc/files/content/compubs/booklists/summer/6_8_summerlists.pdf
http://mediaroom.scholastic.com/files/src-2017-book-list-all-ages.pdf
https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/scholastic/summerReadingChallenge/pdfs/printables/src_2018_booklist_english_allages.pdf
https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/scholastic/summerReadingChallenge/pdfs/printables/src_2018_booklist_spanish_allages.pdf
http://blog.readkiddoread.com/great-advanced-reads/ages-10-up
https://www.thoughtco.com/historical-fiction-for-middle-grade-readers-627575

TeachersFirst

Grade 6
Grade 7
Grade 8

School Library Journal
The Real Deal: Three New Realistic Middle Grade Novels

Pearson/Prentice Hall

Suggested Reading for Middle School Students (Grades 6—8)
e Steal Away by Jennifer Armstrong
e Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher by Bruce Coville

To learn more about summer reading and book choices, check out the links below:
e Reviews — School Library Journal

ReadWrite Think After-School Resources

Summer Reading Tips From Librarians

Get Ready for Summer Reading

Summer Reading Activities

Consejos Para Padres: Programas de Lectura de Verano

Parent Tips: Summer Reading | En Espafiol

13 Ideas for how Parents can Encourage Summer Reading

Key Facts about Summer Reading

Summer Learning Loss Study: Can ‘Summer Slide’ Be Prevented?

Summer Reading and the Rich/Poor Achievement Gap: An Educator Responds to

uestions

e How to Plan for Summer Reading Success



https://teachersfirst.com/readlist2-new.cfm?age=6
https://teachersfirst.com/readlist2-new.cfm?age=7
https://teachersfirst.com/readlist2-new.cfm?age=8
http://www.slj.com/2016/02/books-media/the-real-deal-three-new-realistic-middle-grade-novels/
http://www.phschool.com/curriculum_support/reading_list/middle_school.html
http://www.slj.com/category/reviews/books/
http://www.slj.com/category/reviews/books/
http://www.readwritethink.org/parent-afterschool-resources/
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/article/more-reading-resources/summer-reading-tips-librarians
http://www.nea.org/grants/get-ready-for-summer-reading.html
https://www.education.com/summer-reading/
http://www.thelearningcommunity.us/recursos-en-espanol/consejos-para-padres/programas-de-lectura-de-verano.aspx
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/parent-tips-summer-reading
http://www.colorincolorado.org/es/articulo/consejos-de-lectura-de-verano-para-padres
http://www.learningunlimitedllc.com/2013/05/13-parent-ideas/
http://www.scholastic.com/readingreport/summer-reading.htm?utm_content=fcd3fa046ecf306d462a25a7d7fbd1a7&utm_campaign=ARC%20Brief%20%236%204%2F19%2F17&utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/06/21/summer-learning-loss-study_n_3391594.html?ncid=engmodushpmg00000004&utm_content=fcd3fa046ecf306d462a25a7d7fbd1a7&utm_campaign=ARC%20Brief%20%236%204%2F19%2F17&utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email
http://www.slj.com/2013/06/standards/summer-reading-and-the-richpoor-achievement-gap-an-educator-responds-to-questions/?utm_content=fcd3fa046ecf306d462a25a7d7fbd1a7&utm_campaign=ARC%20Brief%20%236%204%2F19%2F17&utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email#_
http://www.slj.com/2013/06/standards/summer-reading-and-the-richpoor-achievement-gap-an-educator-responds-to-questions/?utm_content=fcd3fa046ecf306d462a25a7d7fbd1a7&utm_campaign=ARC%20Brief%20%236%204%2F19%2F17&utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email#_
http://www.heinemann.com/blog/plan-for-summer-reading-success/?utm_content=fcd3fa046ecf306d462a25a7d7fbd1a7&utm_campaign=ARC%20Brief%20%236%204%2F19%2F17&utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email

