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September 2013 
 
Dear parents and guardians, 
 
Providing a safe, supportive and nurturing learning environment for our students and staff remains one of 
Chesterfield County Public Schools’ top priorities. We know parents entrust their children to us and expect we 
will provide a secure environment. Our reputation as one of the best school divisions in Virginia is due in part to 
our ongoing work with parents and the community to meet that expectation. 
 
The world isn’t as safe as it once was. As a result, school safety has been a topic of national interest the past 
several years. During the past year, Chesterfield County Public Schools partnered with many county agencies to 
take another look at both prevention and response. Working with our local emergency first responders – police, 
fire and rescue – and mental health services providers, we are moving to strengthen what many already 
considered a replicable plan. 
 
I want to share with you some of the work that is ongoing: 
 

 Chesterfield County Public Schools partnered with Virginia Tech for an in-depth review of our threat 
assessment process. A first-of-its-kind partnership, Virginia Tech leaders have led several meetings with 
our student support service specialists and county mental health support providers to discuss trends and 
best practices. 

 School leaders have enhanced efforts to conduct more realistic emergency drills. 

 School leaders are looking at how we design buildings and how we can change configurations to make 
facilities even safer. Projects in the November bond referendum include safety enhancements for 
schools. 

 
These efforts complement ongoing year-round work to support students and staff. Chesterfield County Public 
Schools has a critical incident plan, which includes prevention and response efforts. This document is reviewed 
and revised annually – by school-based leaders, central office leaders and the School Board. Each school has its 
own critical incident team and customized response and prevention procedures. Included are evacuation plans 
in the event of an emergency. Critical incident teams from each school participate in planning meetings, 
trainings and drills throughout the year.  
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Our school division has implemented other specific measures as well: 

 Individual school prevention efforts include but are not limited to ID badges for visitors, stopping visitors
without badges in hallways and monitoring access to entrance points.

 All schools have a technology-based visitor management system that helps us monitor who is in school
facilities.

 Secondary schools are equipped with interior and exterior video cameras that allow us to monitor
activity throughout the school grounds.

 Chesterfield County school resource officers are assigned to middle and high schools, and multiple
schools have security monitors who provide an additional safety presence.

 The school division’s security office takes the lead in performing safety and security checks to help
implement policies and best practices.

We continue to work with schools and emergency first responders to take reasonable steps to provide a safe, 
supportive and nurturing learning environment for students and staff. I ask that you join us in our efforts to 
sustain learning environments that are free from distraction and disruption. By doing so, we can continue to 
meet and exceed the expectations our community has for our schools. 

Thank you for your support of Chesterfield County Public Schools! 

Sincerely, 

Marcus J. Newsome, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 


